
NEWSLETTER 
 

EARLY SUMMER 2011 

NEW WEBSITE IS HERE:           www.podstelford.org 

Please visit our page and find out more about what we do, who we are, latest 

news from a range of sources, links to other sites that may be of use, details 

of meetings and open events.  The new logo represents the PODS Forum, 

taking us further into the future for the benefit of our children and young 

people with disabilities and additional needs. 

 

SEN  GREEN PAPER 

SUPPORT AND ASPIRATION: A NEW APPROACH TO SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 

NEEDS AND CONSULTANCY 

The government (via the Department of Education) has produced this green 

paper because they are considering introducing new laws , and it allows us to 

give feedback on its suggestions.  Last year they called on our views across 

the country and the following cases for change have been put forward: 

 Around two million children and young people are identified as having a 

SEN or who are disabled. 

 Their life outcomes are disproportionally poor. 

 Post-16, young people with SEN are more than twice likely not to be in 

education, training  or employment (NEET). 

 They can feel frustrated by lack of the right help at school or from other 

services. 

 Children’s support needs can be identified late. 

 Parents say the system is bureaucratic and bewildering. 

 Parents have limited choices about best schools and care. 

The vision of the Department of Education is a radically different system that: 

 Supports better life outcomes for young people 

 Gives parents more confidence by giving them control 

 Transfers power to front-line professionals and local communities 

MORE INFORMATION ON THE SEN GREEN PAPER IS INSIDE . . . .  

INSIDE: 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

Campaign news from    

Telford & Wrekin Council 

 

Conference Date confirmed 

 

Support and Information 

Groups 

 

FREE SEN Training 

 

NHS Community Health 

Trust 

 

 



SEN GREEN PAPER CONSULTATION DOCUMENT:  

            SUPPORT AND ASPIRATION: A NEW APPROACH TO SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS AND DISABILITY 

 

The Green Paper has been split into Five Chapters which are summarised as follows: 

 

Chapter 1: Early Identification and Assessment 

Children’s needs should be identified as early as possible so that the right support is put in place for them and their family.  The Dept of Ed pro-

poses: 

to help professionals identify problems as they emerge, with a robust system of early checks for children involving education, health and social 

care. 

Put in place a reformed assessment process for children with complex needs, with a single multi-agency approach and an ‘Education, Health and 

Care Plan’ for 0-25 yrs, focusing on outcomes, giving parents the same statutory protection as the current statement of SEN. 

In the meantime speed up the process for families by reducing the time limit for statutory assessments. 

To work towards this they will:  

Test how to reform statutory SEN assessment and statement system to create an ‘Education, Health and Care Plan’ through local pathfinders. 

Explore whether voluntary and community sector could co-ordinate assessment and bring greater independence to the process. 

Chapter 2: Giving Parents Control 

Parents to be at the heart of decisions made about their child and feel confident that support will be put in place. The Dept of Ed proposes: 

Make services more transparent for families with local services publishing a local offer of what is available. 

Strengthen the choice and control given to parents, with the option of personal budgets by 2014 for all families with children with a statement of 

SEN or a new single plan. 

Support families through the system, with trained key workers to help parents navigate services. 

Ensure parents have a real choice of a range of schools. 

Ensure that parents and local authorities always attempt mediation before making an appeal to the Tribunal. 

To work towards this they will: 

Local authorities and health services will explore how to extend the scope of personal budgets. 

Give parents of children with statements of SEN the right to express a preference for any state-funded mainstream or special school, inc acade-

mies and free schools. 

Continue to fund Parent forums until 2014-15 to help local forums build on good practice that has been developed. 

Chapter 3: Learning and Achieving 

All children must receive a high quality education whether in mainstream or special schools.  The Dept of Ed proposes: 

Address over-identification of SEN with a new single early-years setting & school-based SEN category to replace School Action/School Action +. 

Sharpen accountability on progress for the lowest attainers, introducing a new measure into school performance tables. 

Better equip teachers and support staff to address SEN and poor behaviour through training and CPD (Continuing Professional Development) 

Give schools more autonomy to innovate and transform SEN provision, and allow special schools to become academies. 

To work towards this they will: 

Produce clear guidance on SEN identification. 

Support the best schools to share their practices. 

Introduce an indicator in performance tables that gives parents clear information on the progress of the lowest attaining pupils. 

Ensure that all maintained special schools will in due course have the opportunity to become academies. 

Enable parents and members of local communities to establish new special free schools. 

Chapter 4: Preparing for Adulthood 

All young people should make a successful transition to adulthood and enjoy making a full contribution to society. Dept of Ed propose: 

Increase the range and quality of learning opportunities. 

Provide effective help for young people to move into employment. 

Improve joint working across paediatric and adult health services, with GPs providing annual health checks for disabled young people over 16. 

Help young people to live independently by working across government to build on the Independent Living Strategy. 

They will take forward a programme of action so that by 2015 disabled young people and young people with SEN will have: 

Early and well-integrated support for, and advice on, their future as part of the proposed ‘Education, Health and Care’ Plan. 

Access to better quality vocational and work-related learning options so that they can progress in their learning post-16. 

Good opportunities and support to get and keep a job. 

A well co-ordinated transition from children’s to adult’s health services. 

Chapter 5: Services working together for families 

The Green paper vision requires a strong role for local government alongside schools, health agencies and social care. The Dept of Ed proposes: 

Set out a strong role for local authorities as champions of families and vulnerable children. 

Encourage greater collaboration between local authorities and between services in local areas. 

Explore a national framework for funding specialist provision for children with SEN that improves consistency across areas and allows continued 

local flexibility. 

To work towards this they will: 

Explore with GP consortia pathfinders how best to commission healthcare services for disabled children and those with SEN. 

Reduce bureaucratic burdens by simplifying and improving the statutory guidance. 

Work with Education Psychologists and local commissioners to review future training arrangements for Educational Psychologists. 

Provide targeted funding to voluntary and community sector organisations. 

Explore how the different funding arrangements for special provision pre-16 and post-16 might be better aligned. 

 

The SEN Green Paper consists of a 130+ page document with 59 questions, and as we are aware of parents time constraints and the 

cost of printing off these documents we have produced a summary for you which consists of a Chapter Summary in addition to the 
information above, with a list of 15 questions we feel are particularly relevant to our parents/carers in Telford and Wrekin.  A copy is 

enclosed with this newsletter. 

 

These comments have to be fed back to the Dept of Education by the end of June when they will set out detailed plans by the end of 

the year… 

 

Alternatively, the full document can be downloaded from www.education.gov.uk/consultations/ 



PARENT PARTNERSHIP SERVICE NEWS: 

FREE TRAINING FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEN)  

YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL 

UNDERSTANDING SEN PROCEDURES 

WEDNESDAY 13 AND THURSDAY 14 JULY 2011, 9.30-

2.30PM, MEETING POINT HOUSE, TELFORD TOWN CENTRE 

(YOU NEED TO ATTEND BOTH DAYS). 

Informal sessions for parents who would like to be more con-

fident in understanding SEN including: 

monitoring and support in school, 

statutory assessments  and statements 

annual review of statement. 

To book please contact Debbie Gibbon on 01952 457176 or 

Debbie@pps-shropshireandtelford.org.uk by Wed 6 July 

COMMUNITY HEALTH NHS TRUST covering Telford & Wrekin and Shropshire County 

From 1 July, this year the New community Health Trust will be running NHS Services like district nursing, community 

physiotherapy, health visiting and school nursing, community clinics and hospitals, and community children's’ ser-

vices in our area.  The Trust is keen to start talking to ‘patient groups’ at this early planning stage.  As a representa-

tive of PODS I attended the forum in Shrewsbury where we discussed how groups and services could work together 

to ensure patients voices are heard, the following ideas were included: 

- Staff in all trust services to be in regular contact with patient groups who use those services—to hear experiences 

and sort out problems. 

- ‘You said, we did’ feedback noticeboards at clinics and hospitals. 

- Promoting the use of websites and postcard systems for giving feedback. 

Further workshops are planned over the coming months and if you would like to be involved more then please con-

tact me on 07824 631297.  Further information will be put on the website including a list of services provided by 

the New Community Health Trust and a Report of the Meeting  

Thank you  

To all of you who attended our Open Meeting Event and our Tel-

ford Town Centre (Autism Day) Event:  Thank you to parents, car-

ers, professionals and children who came to see us.  Please be 

assured that your comments on local services are being fed back 

to Telford & Wrekin Council. 

 

TELFORD AND WREKIN COUNCIL 

SERVICE REVIEW 

In our last newsletter we told you that we had been 

invited to a meeting at the Council to discuss the 

future of children’s services.   

 Julie Stafford and I met with Clive Jones and Cllr 

Stephen Burrell at the end of March and we dis-

cussed the Telford & Wrekin Service Review which 

is currently open for consultation at Stage 1. 

Stage 2 of the consultation will begin in September 

2011. 

We are in the process of arranging a meeting to 

discuss the proposals and gain parental involve-

ment and some of the issues covered will include: 

 Transforming service delivery 

 Reconfiguring and Integrating Services 

 Making the Change 

 Family Connect 

More information will be available on 

www.podstelford.org and via email bulletins . 

OPEN MEETING 

20 JUNE, 11am-1.30pm 

Please come along to Holy Trinity Church, 

Wrockwardine Wood.  We will have information 

on a range of services and it will give you the 

opportunity to find out what we have been do-

ing to improve local services, have your views 

heard and share in our success. 



USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS 

 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP SERVICE 

01952 457176 

www.pps-shropshireandtelford.org.uk/ 

 

STEPPING STONES and  

INFORMATION HUB 

(children with additional needs) 

General: 01952 567300 

Natalie Bevan: 01952 567402 

Michelle Troth: 01952 567356 

 

FAMILY INFORMATION SERVICE  

(All children’s services 0-19 yrs) 

01952 385385 

 

CONTACT A FAMILY 

Info on a range of issues relating to 

families with disabled children 

0808 808 3555 

www.cafamily.org.uk 

 

Occupational Therapy Helpline 

(Monday Mornings) 

01743 450839 

Ot4kids@telfordpct.nhs.uk 

 

PODS (Parents Opening Doors) 

07824 631297—0777 534 2092 

P O Box 772, Telford, TF7 9FD 

www.podstelford.org 

Email: info@podstelford.org 

 

ACCESS TO SERVICES MEETING: 22 JUNE 

Parents and Carers Forum (PCF) and Parents Open-

ing Doors (PODS) are hosting a joint event on 22 

June to look at Access to Services for ALL children. 

We are hoping to include a range of professionals 

from health, education and social care and we will 

share more information with you closer to the date.   

INFORMATION HUB 

The Information Hub is based at Stepping Stones in Malinslee and run by 

Natalie Bevan from the disabled Children's Team.  There is a wealth of 

information in there from a range of sources. Also in the Hub is a desk 

area with laptop, printer and telephone for finding out more information. 

Natalie is on hand to help on Monday, Tuesdays and Wednesday morn-

ings and she can be contacted via the Hub or on 01952 567402. 

 

Also based at the hub is Michelle Troth, (ASD Co-ordinator) who can as-

sist on all things  ‘Autism’ - her number is 01952 567356. 

The Hub is open during Office Hours from 9am to 5pm. 

DIARY DATES  

4 JUNE  = 

 DYSLEXIA INFORMATION DAY, KETLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

20 JUNE = 

 PODS OPEN MEETING, Holy Trinity Church, Wrockwardine Wood 

11 JULY = 

 PODS AGM, DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED 

23 JULY = 

 CULTUREFEST (inc I CAN 2), TELFORD TOWN PARK 

1 NOVEMBER = 

 PODS CONFERENCE, HOLIDAY INN, TOWN CENTRE 

Please visit the website for timings and further details, thank you. 

THE UNIQUE TRANSITION EVENT 

Tuesday 24 May 2011, St Johns Hotel, Solihull 

Conference for the Transition of Young Adults and the personalisation 

agenda. 

for more information visit www.progressmagazine.co.uk/events 

PLEASE NOTE WE ENDEAVOUR TO ENSURE THAT ALL INFORMATION IS CORECT AT TIME OF PRINTING, 

THANK YOU.   

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER PLEASE EMAIL I NFO@:PODSTELFORD.ORG 


